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MVUUF is a liberal religious congregation guided by democratic principles whose mission is to 
engage members in a shared quest for spiritual and intellectual growth leading to lives of service, 
compassion, and justice. 

I often tell folks that I am grounded in joy. What does that 
mean? Does it mean that I deny life’s challenges? Do I ignore 
grief and injustice and create a happy little bubble for myself? 
No, it doesn’t mean that. Grounding myself in joy does not 
mean that I don’t experience the challenges of life, it just 
means that I don’t get lost in them because I leave space to 
see the beauty and love which are also present in every day. I 
was not always this way.  

I worked as a chaplain to a group of folks with Huntington’s 
Disease a few years ago. When I started there, I was over-
whelmed with witnessing the shear amount of grief, loss, and 
challenge that these folks faced in their lives. Just witnessing 
this, I became depressed and had a difficult time enjoying or 
being present to any other parts of my life. One day, during a 
chapel service I was leading, I began to see things differently; 
I began to see things more fully. 

Pete was a music therapist who had been working at the care 
facility long before I arrived. When we met he told me that I 
could do whatever I wanted with the weekly chapel service I 
led, but that the service needed to always end with the song 
“This Little Light of Mine.”  So every week we ended with 
this song. And at first, I thought we did it because it was fa-
miliar and therefor easier for those patients who had difficulty 
with memory or speech, due to their disease, to sing or clap 
along. But, then one week, I opened myself to witness some-
thing deeper that was going on. 

Pete strolled over to Michael with his guitar during the hymn. 
He strummed and sang with great joy, “This little light of 
mine, I’m gonna let it….” And then he paused and waited. 
Michael no longer had the ability to speak or freely use his 
limbs. He contorted his torso and face and used all of his 
strength to belt out an exuberant, “Mbriighmm!” It was abso-
lute joy; joy that I had not noticed before because I had been 
too caught up in the sorrow and challenge that life had handed 
these folks. And though their disease had taken so much from 
them, it could not take away their ability to love, their ability 
to shine, or their ability to experience joy. Since that day, I 
have made space to see the joy that is present in every day; it 
is always there. 

In faith and joy, 
Rev. Laura 

MINISTER’S COLUMN 
Reverend Laura Thompson 

——————— JUNE 4 — 
10:30am: Flower Communion Sunday! In this annual 

UU celebration of all things spring we will also be 
honoring New Members and dedicating children. 
Please bring flowers from home to help make our 
communion beautiful. Rev. Laura Thompson and 
Worship Associate Carla Ries lead the service. 

11:45am: Annual Picnic at Moir Park: BYO Picnic for 
members and friends of all ages. Cookies and drinks 
provided by the Fellowship. 

——————— JUNE 11 — 
10:30am: Question Box Sunday; Unitarian 

Universalism has been jokingly referred to as the 
church where all your answers are questioned! We 
love questions! This Service is all about asking 
questions which may lead to answers… or maybe just 
deeper questions. Rev. Laura Thompson and Worship 
Associate Tom Bergmann. 

11:45am: Grief Circle; meets in the Fireside Room. 

——————— JUNE 18 — 
10:30am: Making it Through; Linda Hayen shares her 

story and lessons learned of moving through personal 
tragedy. Worship Associate is TBA. 

10:30am: Father’s Day Crafts in the Social Hall, led by 
Rev. Laura.  

11:30am: Hot Dog, It’s Father’s Day Lunch! Celebrate 
Father’s Day in the Social Hall after the service. 
We’re serving up hot dogs and veggie burgers with all 
of the fixin’s and build your own sundaes for dessert.   

——————— JUNE 25 — 
10:30am: Looking Forward with Joy; This is an 

interactive service for members of all ages to share 
what they are looking forward to for the 2017-2018 
church and academic years. Bring your ideas and your 
enthusiasm. Led by Rev. Laura and the Worship 
Associate Team. 

——————— JULY 2 — 
Please note, NO SERVICE on July 2nd. Have a safe and 

happy 4th of July weekend! 

Recordings of past Sunday programs are available for  
listening and download on the MVUUF website 

http://www.mnvalleyuu.org/sermon-audio 

Sunday Programs 
June Theme: Joy! 

mailto:http://www.mnvalleyuu.org/sermon-audio
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June UniSun 

Minister 
 Laura Thompson 
 minister@mnvalleyuu.org 
 (651) 500-2864  (Confidential voice and  
  text messages) 
 
 Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday
  10:30 am - 5:00 pm or by appointment 
 

 
 

  
Director of Religious Education 

 Jan Fitzgerald 
 dre@mnvalleyuu.org 
 (952) 884-8956 (Fellowship Phone) 
 

 Monday / Wednesday / Friday
  9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Administrator 
 Kay Lewis 

 office@mnvalleyuu.org 
 (952) 884-8956 (Fellowship Phone) 
 

 Monday 11:00 am - 1:30 pm 
 Tuesday / Thursday   11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 Wednesday   2:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
 Friday 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

MVUUF Office Hours 

Please call or email ahead to make sure we don’t have another appointment when you come in.   
We are available other times and days by appointment. 

ONLINE ARTICLES (click on titles) 

• Surprised by Joy by Omid Safi 
“All that sitting with suffering prepared 
me,  and could have never prepared me for 
a new guest… for joy…” 

• How To Have A Happy Life: Four 
Proven Secrets From Research by Eric 
Barker 

 

MOVIES (click on titles) 

• Shadowlands 

• Disney’s UP 

• Toy Story Trilogy 

• Life is Beautiful 

BOOKS (click on titles) 

The Happiness Project: 
Or, Why I Spent a Year Trying to Sing in 
the Morning, Clean My Closets, Fight 
Right, Read Aristotle, and Generally 
Have More Fun  
by Gretchen Rubin 

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 
Changing World by His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu 

Life Without Envy by Camille DeAngelis 

Resources on JOY! 

SHARE YOUR JOY AND RESOURCES ON JOY ON THE THEME BOARDS  
IN THE UPPER LOBBY 

 

UU Quotes 

Unitarian Universalism is faith in people, hope for tomorrow's child, 
confidence in a continuity that spans all time. It looks not to a perfect 
heaven, but toward a good earth. It is respectful of the past, but not 
limited to it. It is trust in growing and conspiracy with change. It is 
spiritual responsibility for a moral tomorrow.  

- Edward L. Schempp, UU and Activist 

mailto:dre@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:office@mnvalleyuu.org
https://onbeing.org/blog/surprised-by-joy/
http://www.bakadesuyo.com/2017/02/how-to-have-a-happy-life/%3Futm_source=%2522Barking+Up+The+Wrong+Tree%2522+Weekly+Newsletter%26utm_campaign=171b195e78-HL_2_5_2017%26utm_medium=email%26utm_term=0_78d4c08a64-171b195e78-57656305%20
http://www.bakadesuyo.com/2017/02/how-to-have-a-happy-life/%3Futm_source=%2522Barking+Up+The+Wrong+Tree%2522+Weekly+Newsletter%26utm_campaign=171b195e78-HL_2_5_2017%26utm_medium=email%26utm_term=0_78d4c08a64-171b195e78-57656305%20
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/1048267_shadowlands
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/up
http://www.popmatters.com/review/151439-toy-storytoy-story-2toy-story-3-blu-ray/%20
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/1084398_life_is_beautiful%20
https://smile.amazon.com/Happiness-Project-Revised-Aristotle-Generally/dp/0062414852/ref=sr_1_1%3Fie=UTF8%26qid=1495321238%26sr=8-1%26keywords=happiness+project
https://smile.amazon.com/Happiness-Project-Revised-Aristotle-Generally/dp/0062414852/ref=sr_1_1%3Fie=UTF8%26qid=1495321238%26sr=8-1%26keywords=happiness+project
https://smile.amazon.com/Happiness-Project-Revised-Aristotle-Generally/dp/0062414852/ref=sr_1_1%3Fie=UTF8%26qid=1495321238%26sr=8-1%26keywords=happiness+project
https://smile.amazon.com/Happiness-Project-Revised-Aristotle-Generally/dp/0062414852/ref=sr_1_1%3Fie=UTF8%26qid=1495321238%26sr=8-1%26keywords=happiness+project
https://smile.amazon.com/Happiness-Project-Revised-Aristotle-Generally/dp/0062414852/ref=sr_1_1%3Fie=UTF8%26qid=1495321238%26sr=8-1%26keywords=happiness+project
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/533718/the-book-of-joy-by-his-holiness-the-dalai-lama-and-archbishop-desmond-tutu-with-douglas-abrams/9780399185045/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/533718/the-book-of-joy-by-his-holiness-the-dalai-lama-and-archbishop-desmond-tutu-with-douglas-abrams/9780399185045/
http://us.macmillan.com/lifewithoutenvy/camilledeangelis
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Annual MVUUF Year End Picnic 
Sunday June 4th after Flower Communion 

 
 At Moir Park in Bloomington, we have a shelter reserved 

 BYO Picnic (note this is not a potluck affair this year) 

 Cookies and drinks provided by Fellowship 

 Contact Rev. Laura or Nancy Buckman for more info 

MVUUF 

X 
MOIR 
PARK 

X 
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This is my last communication to you as chair of the 
Board of Trustees and I extend humble appreciation 
to each of you for your support and encouragement 
this year. Thanks to outgoing trustees Linda Hayen 
and Lee Swenson and welcome to new folks elected 
in May. 

We've had a great new start with our minister Laura 
Thompson, vibrant new members, new participants 
in religious education programs, new opportunities 
for living our UU values, new ways to come 
together on Sunday mornings, and fresh ideas for 

moving us ahead and challenging ourselves 
to make the world better.  

MVUUF is indeed a place of joy 
and commitment to one another. 
The three and four year olds 
expressed it quite aptly on RE 
Sunday -- always, always be 
kind.  

Have a wonderful summer. 

We will be having Summer Religious 
Education for the first time! 

It will start July 9th and run through 
July and August.  We invite you and 
your families to come to summer 
services and keep the connection going through the 
summer. This will be for grades K-5. There will be 
eight sessions using Dr. Seuss and Unitarian 
Universalism.  A different story will be used each 
time and then there will be fun and interesting 
activities to go with the session.  We urge you to 
give it a try.  The sessions will run from 10:30 – 
11:30 while the service is going on. Wendy Gorman 
will be leading the program.  We are also looking for 
middle school and senior high youth to assist with 
Summer RE.  If you are interested please contact Jan 
Fitzgerald. 

The nursery will be open all of June, July, and 
August. Babies through 4 year-olds are welcome in 
the nursery.   

During the summer is also a great time 
to point out and enjoy the wonders and 
awe of this beautiful world.  Light a 
chalice at dinner time and emphasize 
what Unitarian Universalist ideas you 

engaged in and saw. Even though summer time is 
almost as hectic as the rest of the year, hopefully you 
and your family can find important ways to connect 
to our Seven Principles. Ask about what your child 
learned in Religious Education and how it can be 
applied to every day.  Tending the Flame – The Art 
of Unitarian Universalist Parenting by Michelle 
Richards is an excellent book to help bring Unitarian 
Universalism into the home.  It is available from the 
UUA bookstore. It would make a great summer read 
as it covers rituals, spiritual practices, our principles 
and some of the big questions.   

Unitarian Universalism doesn’t take a break from 
our lives – it is an essential part of us.     

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER Jan Fitzgerald, DRE 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR Judith Anderson, Board Chair 

 

Do you order from Amazon.com?  
If so, they will contribute to MVUUF  

for each order you place.   
Go to Smile.Amazon.com to set it up. 

Smile.Amazon.com
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We have had a very good year!  We now have a 
Children’s Choir which rehearses regularly and 
has given several performances this year.  
Its Director, Nicole Paul Collins, has 
now become a member of the Music 
Committee – welcome aboard, Nicole! 
We also have Nina Rosenfeld, a member of 
the Choir, joining the Music Committee – 
welcome, Nina!  And, many thanks to 
Committee Chair, Betty Olson, for not only 
continuing to lead the Committee, but also adding so 
much to our Sunday services with her flute playing! 

More good news involves two former male choir 
members re-joining the choir.  We now have 17 

members.  If anyone out there is interested 
in joining the choir, talk to me.  We’d 
love to have you! 

June 4th will be my last Sunday until the 
first Sunday after Labor Day.  Sunday 

services will continue throughout the 
summer and musicians are needed to 

accompany or lead hymns and, if possible, 
provide some special music. 

Choir and Chorale rehearsals will resume in mid-
August. 

Sonja Johnston, Minister of Music 

MUSICAL NOTES Sonja Johnston, Minister of Music 

Summer Service Sign-ups 
 
Do you have something to SAY or SING or SHARE ? 
 
We’re looking for help to make our Summer Programing terrific: 

 Lead speakers; could be individual or group 

 Worship Associates; help with greeting, Joys & Sorrows, etc. 

 Accompanists for hymns 

 Special music to share 

 Greeters/Ushers, Sound Tech, Treats 

 

Sign-Ups are in the Upper Lobby 
 

▪ If you are signing up to do the whole service including music, be sure to sign-up in all of 
the categories. 

▪ All services must be related in some fashion to our values and principles, i.e., a service 
that just features nature photography falls a little flat as a Sunday service; but, if in the 
same service you lift up how nature photography invites us into awe, wonder, and deeper 
relationship with the world around us, then you’ve hit the mark! 

▪ Rev. Laura is the coordinator and will help you, if you need it. 
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It was so nice to hear the story of our refugee family’s 
journey from Somalia to Minnesota. Ruqiyo was unable 
to come but, Muna and Abdo did a wonderful job 
speaking on Mother’s Day and what a nice tribute they 
gave their mother. They spoke of the sacrifices their 
Mom has made for them to keep them safe and give them 
a chance at a new life . 

This week was busy for Ruqiyo, Muna, Abdo, and Ali. 
Ruqiyo registered for a new school, Open Door on Lake 
Street.  She’ll take the bus with Abdo or Muna in the 
morning and come home by herself. Muna will end up 
taking night classes because of her job at Macy’s and 
Abdo will be working at Amazon and/or Macy’s.  
Schedules will be challenging. 

Ali will finish school at LEAP in St Paul on June 8 and 
will register in July at Saint Louis Park High School for 
next school year.  

Navigating the system has been a challenge, too:  
transferring benefits from Ramsey County to 
Hennepin County and learning how to find 
new venues (libraries, banks, health clinics, 
schools, and bus schedules).  We took Ruqiyo 
to a bank that was listed online as one to cash 
her benefits check and it was an old TCF 
bank - all boarded up. That was strange!  And 

try to get to their apartment:  
five roads are blocked parallel 
to their road and all the 
directions had us going down 
blocked roads. Road 
construction is everywhere! The 
GPS on Muna’s phone kept 
redirecting us down all five blocked roads. Finally I said, 
“enough already, I’ll find my own way”!   

NEED: If anyone has a spare box spring for a single bed, 
we are looking for one. One of the beds came without a 
box spring and we’re looking to raise the bed a foot and 
give it a little extra bounce. Call Karen or Nan if you find 
one hanging around your house.  

Thanks to the Bruces who have donated two bikes for the 
boys and to everyone else who has donated  everything 
from furniture to kitchen and bath supplies, to hygiene 

products and the list goes on. We could not have 
done this sponsorship without your help.  

If you have questions during the months of 
June and July please call Karen Schaub.  She 
may also call you to ask for help.  

- Nan Corliss and Karen Schaub 

Update on the Refugee Family - Blog for week of May 14-21 

My heart sank when I saw a spate of articles in the New 
York Times and elsewhere announcing a renewed interest 
in Geoengineering among the military-industrial crowd. 
Geoengineering - the deliberate intervention in Earth’s 
climate aimed at tamping down its recent violent and er-
ratic behavior – has been lurking at the fringes of climate 
discourse for over a decade. Trump’s election has made 
deployment and its slippery slope a real possibility. 

To understand the sudden emergence of Geoengineering, 
let’s step back 40 years. Exxon-Mobil scientists were 
charged with understanding everything impacted by their 
worldwide operations. Their atmospheric studies revealed 
the existence and scope of global warming due to green-
house gas emissions. They predicted harmful climate dis-
ruptions if fossil fuel burning were not curtailed. This 
1977 scenario turns out to have been remarkably accu-
rate. 

Exxon and the other oil majors have downplayed public 
concerns about climate change all these years as the drill-
ing and emissions continued. Profits before planet. 

With floods, drought, tornadoes, and hurricanes striking 
more frequently, the public is finally seeing through the 
deception and favoring a halt to fossil fuel burning. Big 
Oil is now forced to “come clean.” They have one way 
out. They could persuade the public that by reflecting 
some of the incoming sunlight back into space, they can 
cool the Earth back down as the oil keeps flowing. 
Sounds good, but we remember from our high school 
chemistry lab that our experiments often fizzled or singed 
eyebrows. If unproven Geoengineering were deployed, 
the laboratory would be Earth and its creatures. 

We cannot allow Big Oil to keep up the con job. I explore 
this issue in depth in the blog. (http://
www.thisoldearth.com/geoengineering-2017-05-02/
#more-1067) 

Ed Prell 

This Old Earth 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE MEGAN DUFFY SANANIKONE, Chair 

http://www.thisoldearth.com/geoengineering-2017-05-02/#more-1067
http://www.thisoldearth.com/geoengineering-2017-05-02/#more-1067
http://www.thisoldearth.com/geoengineering-2017-05-02/#more-1067
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Did you know that you can not only contact the Care Resource Committee with requests for short term help 
with rides, meals, child and pet care, but that you also can contact us to volunteer to offer rides, meals, pet 
and child care, and even to knit or crochet a comfort shawl. Let us know how we can help and also if you 
want to be on our list of volunteers. 

Summer is an important sometimes more difficult time to keep in touch since so many of us are away on 
trips, vacations, and cabin time. If you need some assistance or know of anyone who does please contact one 
of our committee members. 

The Congregational Care Resource Committee has a list of members and friends who can help.  Call or email 
any of us and we will do our best to connect you with one of our volunteers. 

 Bobbie Gish 952-941-4417 bobbie002@comcast.net 

 Carmen Herzog 952-831-7988 carmjlher@aol.com 

 Donna Kopnick 952-884-1431 lkopnick@comcast.net 

 Becky McPeek 952-887-2148 racreates@yahoo.com 

 Betty Olson 952-831-3854 bolsonflute@comcast.net 

 Leslie Swenson 952-881-9602 kline012@umn.edu 

 Jan Wolff 952-888-4283 junebug5391@comcast.net 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE RESOURCE COMMITTEE 

The 2017-18 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN IS OVER! 
GRAND TOTAL: $225,258 

$15,295 more than last year! 

Earlier this year our minister, Laura asked, “If you really believe in generosity and 
stewardship, what do we do as a steward? How do we let people know?” 

We let people know that we believe in generosity and stewardship through our 
actions. The stewardship total of $225,258 is a loud and strong action! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the campaign a wonderful success. 

- Jeanne Simpson, Stewardship chair  

STEWARDSHIP Jeanne Simpson, Chair 

 

UU Quotes 

~ It Matters What We Believe ~ 

Some beliefs are like walled gardens, they encourage exclusiveness and 

the feeling of being especially privileged.  Other beliefs are expansive and 

lead their way into wider and deeper sympathies.  

- Sophia Lyon Fahs, UU Minister and Religious Educator 

mailto:bobbie002@comcast.net
mailto:carmjlher@aol.com
mailto:lkopnick@comcast.net
mailto:racreates@yahoo.com
mailto:bolsonflute@comcast.net
mailto:kline012@umn.edu
mailto:junebug5391@comcast.net
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According to the April Treasurer’s Report the endow-
ment fund balance is $18,075.  We are getting within 
striking distance of the $25,000 required before 4% of the 
balance can be spent each year. 

How will that work?   

The Endowment By-laws spell that out in some detail: 

APPLICATION FOR AND  
DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME 

Non-designated gift income shall be available for 
distribution by the MVUUF Board of Trustees in 
response to applications for funds from regular 
MVUUF ministry groups. Applications for funds 
must be written and received in the MVUUF of-
fice not later than November 1 of each year for 
award the following year.  Applications should 
describe the purpose of the use of the requested 
funds, applicable budget information, and pro-
posed result of the funded project. Application 
for funds does not guarantee award of funds. 
Funds not awarded on an annual basis will be 
available for distribution during the two follow-
ing years and if not awarded in the third year they 
will revert to and become part of the principal of 
the Fund. 

 

- Don Park, Chair 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

Use social media to keep track of 
happenings at MVUUF and the UU 
movement.  To do that, “like” the MVUUF 
organizational Facebook page.  

Here’s how:  
Visit www.facebook.com/mnvalleyuu.  
When the page appears, click the small 
white “Like” box with the 
thumbs up icon, located in 
the large horizontal cover 
photo at the top of the page.  

You’re not done yet! Now, to receive 
ongoing notices whenever new content is 
published on our Facebook page—that 
happens often—hover your cursor over 
that same white “Like” box, or click the 
tiny downward facing arrow there, to 
reveal a pull-down menu.  

When that appears, click the words  
“Get Notifications.”  

Now you are in the  
MVUUF Facebook loop! 

 

UU Quotes 

Ultimately we are all theologians.  We all ponder the great life issues.  As 

Unitarian Universalists we celebrate common operational values that 

unite us even as we enjoy a diversity of perspectives that enables us to 

learn and grow religiously.  

- Richard S. Gilbert, UU Minister 

http://www.facebook.com/mnvalleyuu
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Hanifl Foundation Update for the  
Annual Meeting  

 

The discussion with the Hanifl Foundation started with the property adjacent to the 
Fellowship (sometimes referred to as the Zimmer Property) that the Hanifl Foundation 
purchased and that the Fellowship is managing. MVUUF is benefiting by receiving the 
rental income as mentioned in the treasurer’s report. We want to thank the Hanifl 
Foundation for this opportunity which, in addition to generating monies, provides us with 
flexibility should we want to expand our facility. 
 
The Fellowship was due to purchase or release interest in the property in 2018.  However, 
due to all the transitions that MVUUF has experienced over the past four years, there has 
not been enough discussion about the property or how it could or should be used.  The 
Hanifl Foundation was asked if this deadline could be extended.  The answer is yes, if 
there is a plan made by MVUUF for the purchase and future use of the property.   
 
During our discussion with Hanifl we were made aware that they are willing to entertain a 
proposal for a grant which would help us move beyond the current growth stage.  The 
grant is meant to be developmental rather than simply closing gaps in operating expenses.   
 
The Hanifl Foundation assisted the Naples UU Church by funding the difference between 
their practical budget and their desired budget for two years.  The Naples Church was able 
to achieve its goal in less than one year and the Foundation agreed to allocate the unused 
funds toward a building project.  
 
Here is what needs to be addressed in order for us to receive financial assistance: 

1. What is the church trying to accomplish?  Is the goal measurable (or how will we 
know that we accomplished the goal)? 

2. What is the church doing to accomplish these goals? 

3. How much will it cost? 

4. What is the timeline/deadline for these steps? 
 
As a first step, we engaged a UUA consultant who will work with us over the first 
weekend in June to help determine the three or four most meaningful improvements or 
programs we could engage in that would help us to provide more services to our members 
or our community and to continue our quest to make the world a better place.  The details 
of the weekend are included in the materials which were sent in the Annual Meeting email 
at the end of May.  There also are posters around the church and on the next page in this 
newsletter.  We encourage all of you to participate as much as your time allows. 
   
This is a very exciting opportunity to help us build for the next fifty years of MVUUF. 
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Hanifl Foundation Update for the Annual Meeting  
 

The discussion with the Hanifl Foundation started with the property adjacent to the 
Fellowship (sometimes referred to as the Zimmer Property) that the Hanifl Foundation 
purchased and that the Fellowship is managing. MVUUF is benefiting by receiving the 
rental income as mentioned in the treasurer’s report. We want to thank the Hanifl Foun-
dation for this opportunity which, in addition to generating monies, provides us with 
flexibility should we want to expand our facility. 

The Fellowship was due to purchase or release interest in the property in 2018.  Howev-
er, due to all the transitions that MVUUF has experienced over the past four years, there 
has not been enough discussion about the property or how it could or should be used.  
The Hanifl Foundation was asked if this deadline could be extended.  The answer is yes, 
if there is a plan made by MVUUF for the purchase and future use of the property.   

During our discussion with Hanifl we were made aware that they are willing to entertain 
a proposal for a grant which would help us move beyond the current growth stage.  The 
grant is meant to be developmental rather than simply closing gaps in operating expens-
es.   

The Hanifl Foundation assisted the Naples UU Church by funding the difference be-
tween their practical budget and their desired budget for two years.  The Naples Church 
was able to achieve its goal in less than one year and the Foundation agreed to allocate 
the unused funds toward a building project.  

Here is what needs to be addressed in order for us to receive financial assistance: 

1. What is the church trying to accomplish?  Is the goal measurable (or how will we 
know that we accomplished the goal)? 

2. What is the church doing to accomplish these goals? 

3. How much will it cost? 

4. What is the timeline/deadline for these steps? 
 
As a first step, we engaged a UUA consultant who will work with us over the first 
weekend in June to help determine the three or four most meaningful improvements or 
programs we could engage in that would help us to provide more services to our mem-
bers or our community and to continue our quest to make the world a better place.  We 
encourage all of you to participate as much as your time allows. 

This is a very exciting opportunity to help us build for the next fifty years of MVUUF. 

The details of the weekend are included in the materials which were sent in the Annual 
Meeting email at the end of May.  There also are posters around the church and on the 
next page in this newsletter.   
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Minnesota Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Next Step Visit June 2-4, 2017 

Bill Clontz, Stewardship Consultant 
 

Friday 

4:00 - 5:15 PM  Meeting with Rev. Thompson. Introductions, 
goals for the weekend, insights into congregation. 
Brief tour of building and grounds with minister 
or another guide.  Other staff to meet as available 
and interested in doing so. 

6:00 - 8:30 PM  Working/Get Acquainted dinner, potluck at 
church.  Attendees Board and Grant Committee. 

Saturday  

8:30 - 9:00 AM  Grant Committee 

9:15 - 10:00 AM  Stewardship, Finance, Operations and Aesthetics 

10:15 - 10:45 AM  Senior Members of the Church-Rides available if needed, leave a message 
with Kay 

11:00 - 12:00 AM  Committee on Shared Ministry, Worship Associates 

12:15 - 1:30 PM  Working lunch with the Board and Program Council (bring in food). 

1:45 - 2:30 PM  Religious Education and Adult Education, Senior High  

2:45 - 3:30 PM  Social Action Team, Music  

3:45 - 4:30 PM  Membership and Congregational Care, Endowment 

4:45 - 5:30 PM  Communications and Technology, Archives 

5:30 - 6:15 PM  OPEN TIME for any who wish to talk individually  

Sunday 

10:30 - 11:30 PM  Bill attends Sunday service. May make brief comments at an appropriate 
time, as desired 

11:30 - 1:00 PM  Bill attends Picnic at Moir Park, available to talk to anyone interested 

Two Weeks after Visit (June 16) 

 “No Later Than” date for Next Steps Report with recommendations from Bill 

Bill Clontz 
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June UniSun 

Change of Address 
Be sure to let Kay Lewis, Office Manager, know if any information regarding  
your address, phone, email, etc.,  has changed.  You may reach Kay either by  
calling (952) 884-8956 or emailing her at office@mnvalleyuu.org. 

The Evening Book Group continues to meet throughout the summer. We are the only fellowship 
activity that does so. We suggest finding that special hammock or beach blanket and settling back. 
Summer is a great time to read. Our list follows. If you find a book that interests you, read it and join 
the Evening Book Group for a lively discussion. The choices, alternating fiction and nonfiction, are: 

 On June 20, 2017, The Sympathizer: A Novel, by Viet Thanh Nguyen 

 On July 18, 2017, In the Darkroom, by Susan Faludi 

 On August 15, 2017, My Brilliant Friend: Neapolitan Novels, Book One, by Elena Ferrante 

 On September 19, 2017, Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis, by J. D. Vance 

 On October 17, 2017, Underground Railroad, by Colson Whitehead 

 On November 21, 2017, Lower Ed: The Troubling Rise of For-Profit Colleges in the New Economy, by 

Tressie McMillan Cottom 

The Evening Book Group meets throughout the year on the third Tuesday of every month in the Fireside Room at 
7PM. The only requirement is that you read, or attempt to read, the monthly selection.  

Feel free to come to any or all of the meetings. We welcome newcomers!  

Questions? Call Joyce McMartin at 952-942-7143 or email at joyceamcmartin@gmail.com. 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 

June bridge will be on Saturday, June 17 at 1 p.m. 

The bridge group meets the third Saturday of every month from 1-3 p.m.  We are always 
looking for new players!  Beginner to expert, all are welcome.   

If you are interested, please contact Barbara Hanson,  
952-937-5905, or bnehanson@comcast.net.   

Come join the fun! 

- Barbara Hanson, Coordinator 

BRIDGE GROUP 

mailto:office@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:joyceamcmartin@gmail.com
mailto:bnehanson@comcast.net
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UniSun 

MVUUF  
Office Phone Number 

(952) 884-8956 
 

Minister 
Laura Thompson 

minister@mnvalleyuu.org 
(651) 500-2864 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Jan Fitzgerald, dre@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

Minister of Music  
Sonja Johnston, music@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

Youth Coordinator 
Wendy Gorman 

 

Office Manager 
Kay Lewis, office@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

Custodian & Operations 
Mark Clary, cust@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

Internet 
Home Page:  www.mnvalleyuu.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/mnvalleyuu 
 

Newsletter Coordinator 
Jay Crashell, newsletter@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

Website Coordinator 
Michael Baynton, webmaster@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

═════════════════════════════ 
 

The Board of Trustees meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
meetings are open to all members of the Fellowship.   

 

═════════════════════════════ 
 

UNI-SUN Item Submission Information 
 

The submission deadline date for the 
 UNI-SUN is the 20th of each month.   

 

Submit articles to the Newsletter Editor  
via email to newsletter@mnvalleyuu.org   

BOARD TRUSTEES 
Trustee &  
Board Member 

Lee Swenson 
(952) 881-9602 
swensl26@gmail.com 

Trustee &  
Board Member 

Kelley Hughes 
(952) 831-0032 
uukelley@hotmail.com 

Trustee &  
Board Member 

Linda Hayen 
(952) 949-1368 
linda590@earthlink.net 

Trustee &  
Board Member 

Max Chessler 
(952) 388-1186 
maxchessler@gmail.com 

BOARD OFFICERS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
Chair &  
Board Member 

Judith  
Anderson 

(952) 941-7047 
andersonkj@earthlink.net 

Chair-elect &  
Board Member 

Eva Mach  
(651) 226-5949 
emach@pro-tecdesign.com 

Secretary & 
Board Member 

David Olson 
(952) 888-6527 
olson199@umn.edu 

Treasurer Dale Lewellyn 
(952) 432-9459 
treasurer@mnvalleyuu.org 

 

BOARD WORKGROUPS 
Zimmer Property Doug Bruce, Mark Clary, Steve Danko, Eva Mach 

50th Anniversary  
Celebration 

Delores Roeder, Joan Miller 

 

MVUUF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Committee Chair(s) Phone & Email 
Adult Education 
and Enrichment 

Steve Danko 
(952) 884-9099 
jsg@jsgalleries.com  

Aesthetics Karen Olson 
(952) 888-6527 
luvzcatz@comcast.net 

Archives 

Beverly 
Schmidt 
 
Kathy Eager 

(952) 884-7262 
gypsyleap@gmail.com 
 

(952) 888.8427 
Kathy@darrelleager.com 

Communication 
Nancy  
Buckman  

(952) 736-9586 
nancybmnuu@gmail.com  

Congregational 
Care 

Jan Wolff 
(952) 888-4283 
junebug5391@comcast.net   

Endowment Don Park 
(952) 412-4409 
robert.boucher@lfg.com 

Finance Steve Danko 
(952) 884-9099 
jsg@jsgalleries.com  

Kitchen 
Nancy  
Buckman  

(952) 736-9586 
nancybmnuu@gmail.com  

Membership Sondra Smalley 
(952) 922-2829 
sondrasmalley@gmail.com 

Music  Betty Olson 
(952) 831-3854 
bolsonflute@gmail.com 

Nominating Carla Ries 
(952) 500-8526 
cvr_uu@hotmail.com 

Operations Mark Clary 
(952) 830-1971 
mlfe@aol.com 

Personnel Tom Traub 
 (952) 435-5855 
Tomtraub@charter.net 

Religious  
Education 

Steve Danko 
(952) 884-9099 
jsg@jsgalleries.com  

Social Action 

 

Megan Duffy 
Sananikone 
 

socialaction@mnvalleyuu.org 

Stewardship 
Jeanne  
Simpson 

(612) 239-1240 
jems.ellen@gmail.com 

Technology < open > < open > 

mailto:minister@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:dre@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:music@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:office@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:cust@mnvalleyuu.org
http://www.mnvalleyuu.org
http://www.facebook.com/mnvalleyuu
mailto:newsletter@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:webmaster@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:newsletter@mnvalleyuu.org
mailto:socialaction@mnvalleyuu.org


More information on Uni-Sun articles and MVUUF in general can be found at the MVUUF Fellowship website www.mnvalleyuu.org.   

Click on Calendar at the top of the home page and use the arrow to go to the month you want. 

10715 Zenith Avenue South 
Bloomington, Minnesota  55431 

 

MVUUF CALENDAR ~ JUNE 2017 

http://www.mnvalleyuu.org

