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MINISTER'S SABBATICAL LEAVE

Rev. Laura Thompson's Letter of Call Agreement with Minnesota Valley UU Fellowship

outlines the following perimeters for ministerial sabbatical:

As of June 2022, Laura would have accrued 5 months of sabbatical leave and served

MVUUF as the minister for nearly 6 years. Per the Letter of Agreement, Laura will be taking 

 5 months of sabbatical leave beginning June 1, 2022 and ending  October 31, 2022.



WHAT WILL LAURA BE DOING ON HER SABBATICAL? 

Two things primarily: (1) seek personal and spiritual rest and renewal

and (2) spend focused study time to benefit the self and fellowship.

First and foremost, Laura's goal is rest and renewal. She'll spend

some time traveling alone and with family who live across the

country. Laura will also be using her time to explore mindfulness and

meditation practices daily either online or in-person through a local

Buddhist center. The spiritual component of her sabbatical will

include Buddhist workshops and retreats as well.

With a focus on Buddhist practice, Laura will also be learning more

about Buddhism along the way. This will serve as part of the study

component of her sabbatical. She will also be using some of her

study time to explore ways to reimagine church community in a post

pandemic world.

 WHY A SABBATICAL? 

The sabbatical leave is a tradition for Unitarian Universalist clergy, as it is

for the university. It offers an extended time for study, reflection, rest, and

renewal—all ingredients for effective ministry. 

A sabbatical leave is part of the congregation’s covenant agreement with

Laura as our minister. Just as importantly, the congregation will benefit as

Laura returns refreshed, filled with new ideas and with rekindled energy.

Further, it offers the staff and congregation the opportunity

to step up to fill some of Lauras responsibilities while benefitting  from a

variety of guest speakers and lay led services. 

 CAN I CONTACT LAURA DURING HER SABBATICAL? 

Sorry, but Laura’s sabbatical is a time for a complete break from her

duties as our minister. The plan outlined here lays out coverage for all

routine matters and emergency matters that might arise. Therefore, the

only people authorized to contact her are the Chair and Chair-Elect of

the congregation, the Congregational Care Coordinator, and the

Fellowship's Administrator.



Staff, lay led and guest speaker services

Online Summer Service Collaborative: Once

again MVUUF will be working with other

regional congregations to provide a variety of

summer services. These services are all online,

hosted by a different congregation each

week.

Summer Parking Lot Gathering: casual in-

person gatherings at MVUUF for lively

discussion and fellowship 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

During the sabbatical, Sunday service time will

remain as a center point for gathered community.

The Sabbatical Committee has planned a mix of

casual discussion gatherings alongside lay led

services and participation in the UU Summer

Online Services Collaborative for the the months

of June, July and August.  The months of

September and October will be a vibrant mix of

guest speakers and lay led services.

Worship Associates, staff and Sabbatical

Committee members will lead Sunday services run

smoothly, ensuring that they run smoothly. 

 

SABBATICAL SUNDAYS

Summer Months:

June, July and August will offer choices and variety  

which will include:

September & October:

The early fall months will include staff and lay led

services that will include both Flower Gathering

and Day of Remembrance services. We also have a

scheduled variety of lively guest on topics

including: Missing and Murdered BIPOC Women,

Environmental Ethics and Edible Insects!

PASTORAL CARE 

The Congregational Care Committee will

continue to organize and provide support for

members in need. 

For pastoral needs, Pastoral Care Associates;

Eve Bergmann, Tom Ehlinger and Becky

McPeek.

Rev. Andrea Johnson is on-call for pastoral

emergencies and crisis. 

 

RITES OF PASSAGE

Weddings: contact Jeannie in the office for a

list of ministers to officiate weddings for

members and non-members

Memorial Services: Rev Andrea Johnson will

lead memorial services for members of

MVUUF. Jeannie can provide a list of ministers

available for non-members

Child Naming and Dedication Services can

be handled by Maria Bavier

 

 

WHO SHOULD I CALL? 

Got questions? Try these folks

Administration/Communications

Finance/budget

Children, Youth & Families

Soul Matters Small Groups

MVUUF Big Picture Stuff

Building

Planning an Event

For information about sabbatical coverage

contact a member the Sabbatical Team: Nancy

Buckman, Linda Hayen or Leslie Swenson

Jeannie

Steve D.

Maria B.

Tom E.

Myra B.

Mark C.

Jeannie


